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NEBRASKA NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION

NEBRASKA GREAT PLAINS CONFERENCE

Register today for the 2018 Nebraska
GREAT PLAINS Conference. The event will
take place January 23-24 at the Hotel RL
(formerly Ramada Plaza) in Omaha. The
planning committee has worked hard
to offer a great lineup of speakers and
sessions on topics including site analysis,
leadership, plant health care, climate
change, sustainable landscapes, drones,
making your garden center/greenhouses more efficient, design and landscape, perennial
gardens, Japanese beetles, herbicide damage, the future of evergreens and more! View
some of the session descriptions on pages 8 and 9.

The conference will also feature an exhibit hall and
the live and silent auctions. Money raised from the
auctions funds the scholarships the association offers to
horticulture students. If you would like to donate an item
for the auction, please contact the NNLA office.

On the first day of the conference, NNLA members are
invited to take part in a roundtable with Ellen Paparozzi,
Plantologist and Professor of Horticulture at the University
of Nebraska in Lincoln. Discussion will focus on the future
of horticulture in Nebraska, specifically at the education level. The University would like
to nurture relationships with industry members to help increase student enrollment in
horticulture programs, provide input, assist with research and much more.

Bobbie Schwartz

Bob McCall Jim Rose

Jody Shilan

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

The 2018 Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Nursery and Landscape
Association will be held on Wednesday, January 24, 2018, from 12:15 -
1:15 p.m. at the Hotel RL in Omaha during the
Nebraska GREAT PLAINS Conference.
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NEBRASKA
GREAT PLAINS
CONFERENCE

JANUARY 23-24
HOTEL RL
OMAHA, Ne

Co-hosted by the NNLA
and NAA.

See the NNLA
website for more details
www.nnla.org

THE NNLA MISSION: TO ADVANCE THE NURSERY AND LANDSCAPE
INDUSTRY BY PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR NETWORKING,
EDUCATION, ADVOCACY AND CERTIFICATION TO INDUSTRY
PROFESSIONALS FOR THE PURPOSE OF COLLECTIVELY GROWING #
THEIR BUSINESSES.
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BY MARTI NEELY

A recent conversation | had at a neighborhood 2018
Christmas party revolved around the story of a

Magnolia grandiflora on a farmstead near lowa City. NNLA Workshops
Apparently this guest owned the property 20 years January 22,2018

ago and she is looking for a source to purchase the Hotel RL
same tree for her home here and hoped that | could Omaha, NE
help her W|th that. Supposedly there is a breeder NCN Testing
in Canada with plants that are adapted and hardy
o January 22, 2018
for our area. Needless to say | was intrigued as the
. . o . Hotel RL
thought of a southern magnolia growing and thriving this far north seemed Omaha. NE
unlikely, but I was not one to challenge her tale. Being the horticulturalist ’
at a party can often create interesting conversation, some that require me Nebraska GREAT PLAINS Conference
to hold my tongue and just smile and nod. January 23-24, 2018
) ) ) Hotel RL
Since that evening | have done a little research on magnolias. | was a bit Omaha, NE
surprised to find that not only does the Arbor Day Foundation list Southern
Magnolia, Magnolia grandiflora (Z 6-10) for sale on its website, but it also Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
shows Omaha as Zone 6 on its Hardiness Map, within the range for this Brown-bag
plant. | started to search a little more and found numerous websites February 1, 2018
devoted to magnolias, southern landscapes and more. It did not take long UNL east campus Keim Hall 150
before | put this aside for something more productive and billable. The fact
is someone else is going to have to take a chance on this first. Additional events can be found at:

www.plantsearchonline.com/events.htm

In my world the short winter months are spent evaluating what went well

and what did not, purging the unnecessary paper from the office, making

lists of things to accomplish before spring roars back in and deciding what |

can and cannot afford to buy. Time is spent on the phone catching up with

colleagues | don’t get to see during the year as we are all so busy with our

work. Opportunities for continuing education are received almost daily in

the email folder, which require careful consideration. At the top of my list is the Nebraska GREAT PLAINS Conference and the NNLA
Workshops.

Every business owner and manager looks at the bottom line when deciding where to spend the available dollars one has. Asimportant
asitis to invest in land, buildings, equipment, vehicles and technology, it is more important to invest in our people and ourselves. The
knowledge gained allows us to make better use of those other tangible items. | for one will be asking growers in the exhibit hall during
the conference if they have ever heard of a hardy southern magnolia. After all, why spend hours on the internet reading websites when
| can talk directly to people who know firsthand whether this plant exists or not. Of course | will be looking for other new introductions
and finding out what else | should be considering for use in my projects.

One of the best qualities of our industry is the willingness of others to share their knowledge and experiences with those who are
interested enough to ask a question. | look forward to seeing some of these people in a few weeks in Omaha at the conference, either
as an attendee, an exhibitor or a speaker. Make the investment in yourself and your key staff by joining us in Omaha at the NNLA
Workshops on January 22nd and the Nebraska GREAT PLAINS Conference on January 23-24. If you are in town Monday evening the
22nd, join us for dinner and meet the speakers at Amato’s. The food is delicious and the company is top notch.

You will never regret the time or money invested in continuing your education; it’s one of the few things in life that can never be lost.

Marti Neely, APLD, NCN

2 WINTER 2018



NEBRASKA NURSERY NEWS

NNLA WORKSHOPS

The NNLA will once again offer educational workshops on Monday, January 22 prior to the Nebraska GREAT PLAINS
Conference. Two workshops will be offered at the Hotel RL Convention Center.

The first workshop will be offered from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. by Jody Shilan, award-winning
landscape designer, columnist, editor, speaker, consultant and former Executive Director of
The New Jersey Landscape Contractors Association (NJLCA). After 35 years of working in
residential design/build for himself and three of the premier landscape DB companies in
New Jersey, he has turned his efforts towards the growth and professionalism of the “green
industry.”

Jody will provide an all-day “Ultimate Landscape Design/Build Sales Process” workshop.
Learn the process for selling landscape design/build/installation services. Jody will walk
attendees through “The 7D’s to Successful Selling” step by step and teach them how to not
only sell installation work, but up-sell projects for more than the original contract. Jody will
show attendees how a few simple, but important, “tweaks” to their existing process will
dramatically improve their closing rate and reduce their sales cycle while allowing them to
focus on good customers and not tire kickers.

The second option is a Rain Garden workshop presented by University
of Nebraska Extension educator, Kelly Feehan; Professor and Director
of UNO Center for Urban Sustainability, Steve Rodie; and Environmental
Quality Control Technician, Andy Szatko. This workshop will be offered |
from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Topics include stormwater runoff and the role of green infrastructure, |5
debunking myths associated with bioretention/rain gardens, in-depth [
information on rain garden design and step by step installation, effective :
plant selection and function of plants in rain gardens, case studies and
much more.

NNLA Landscape
Awards Program

Three NNLA

members will receive i Our priority is to deliver the best and freshest .
. o k products that meet your highest standards
awards durlng the e and help you grow your business.
An n ual BUS| ness Al ';- npet) i B&B Trees * Evergreen Trees/Shrubs
. o : -l Bagged Trees * Deciduous Shrubs
Meeting on Jan. 24 : . Shiub Roses - Omamental Grasses
= g = : Perenniarl‘s -tx:ﬁuals -%?:f?éd ItEvleCr;greens
n Oma ha . V|eW the : ' i ~Topsoil - Hardwood Mulch
winning projects at  ha
the event and in the | N 11015 South 48th Street
Papillion, NE 68133
next newsletter. | Phone: 402.547.5001

oValley Fax: 402.505.3421

sery papiovalley.com
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The Nebraska Nursery
and Landscape
Association is offering
two workshops. one
full-day and one
half- c/m Attendees

can look forward
to an event that
will provide a rich
learning experience
and networking
opportunity.

LOCATION

Hotel RL
3321 S. 72nd St.
Omaha, NE

SCHEDULE
7:30 - 8:00 a.m.

Registration & welcome

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m
First half of workshop #1

12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Lunch on your own
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Second half of workshop #1,
workshop 2

STAY AHEAD OF THE TRENDS

CONNECT WITH OTHER
PROFESSIONALS

0 GROW YOUR BUSINESS

c ADVANCE YOUR LEARNING

NNLA

{ NEERABKA NURBERY AMNIF
LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION

O 3 'kshops

Nebraska Nursery & Landscape Association

Monday, January 22, 2018

Choose from one of the workshops below!

How would you like to learn the ultimate
process for selling landscape design/
build/installation services? I will walk
you through “The 7D’s to Successful
Selling”, step by step, and teach you
how to not only sell installation work
but up-sell your projects for more than
the original contract.

* Develop the Program

* Decide on the Priority
* Discuss the Budget

* Determine the Plan Fee
* Design the Dream

* Do the Deal

* Deposit the Check

Landscapes today are designed to
intentionally “do more” than just be
beautiful. In the case of rain gardens,
they help slow and soak in rainfall
to protect and conserve water. Rain
gardens attract pollinators and add
biodiversity to landscapes. In this
workshop, learn about:

» Stormwater runoff and the role of
green infrastructure

* Debunking myths associated with
bioretention/rain gardens

* In-depth information on rain garden
design and step-by-step installation

I will show you
how a few simple
but important
“tweaks” to your
existing process
will dramatically

improve your
closing rate
and reduce

Jody Shilan

your sales cycle
while allowing you to focus on good
customers and not tire kickers. Plus, I
will show you some trade secrets that
will teach you how to sell phases 1, 2
and 3 all together, on your very next
project and make designing and selling
fun again.

 Effective plant selection and
functions of plants in rain gardens

* Maintaining a landscape with
bioretention features

 (Case studies and lessons learned from
bioretention/rain gardens installed in
Nebraska.

Attendees will receive a copy of the
manual, “Biorentention Gardens -
A Manual for Contractors in the
Omaha Region to Design and Install

Bioretention Gardens.”

Our members consist of retail garden centers, growers, landscape designers and contractors,
landscape management firms and consultants, industry suppliers, college faculty, arborists, turf
specialists and certified nurserymen. Visit www.nnla.org to view a membership application. You
must be a member in order to receive the discounted registration rates. Please note that the NNLA
membership year runs from July 1 - June 30. Join today!
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LESS WEEDS, MORE WOW AT HORNING FARM

RACHEL ANDERSON, NEBRASKA FOREST SERVICE & NEBRASKA STATEWIDE ARBORETUM

Here are snapshots from a garden design
demonstration put on as part of Horning Farm
Field Day last September near Plattsmouth,
Nebraska. This event, hosted by the Nebraska
Forest Service at its easternmost research
forest, was a chance for the public and green
industry professionals to learn the latest in
tree and landscape news.

One big topic of the field day was landscaping
with woodland and prairie plants, for their
beauty as well as the water quality and habitat
benefits they can provide. But how do we
grow these species without weeds getting in
the way? This demonstration garden will serve
as a trial plot for a new four-tiered approach
to sustainable landscaping that vows “less
weeds, more wow.” It builds on the concept

of ‘living mulch’ brought forth by landscape architect Claudia West at the
Nebraska Statewide Arboretum’s Post-Wild design workshop last June.

GARDEN DESIGN GUIDE

Beauty af eye-level,
aredviily on the ground,

Less weeds, more WOW

A
--"-J;' .-r e
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Check out next year’s Horning Farm
Field Day to see the garden after its
first growing season and hear about
lessons learned.

The “Less Weeds, More WOW” garden
design guide is made available for free
by the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
at plantnebraska.org.

NATIVE TREES & SHRUBS

Rootmaker™ System & Grow Bags

Local Seed Sources
402.540.4801

GREAT PLAINS

e NHERSE B Yy

| Liners to Finished Material

greatplainsnursery.com

ADVERTISE IN THE
NNLA NEWSLETTER

Would you like to see your company
featured in an ad in the Nebraska
Nursery & Landscape Association’s
quarterly newsletter, Nebraska
Nursery News?

You will have the opportunity
to present your company logo,
products/services and company
identity to members from across
the state. Check out the new lower
advertising rates on the last page
of the newsletter. This is a great,
affordable opportunity to reach
members and anyone who views
the newsletter on the website.
Please contact the NNLA office at
tfougeron@youraam.com or (402)
761-2216 for further details.

Weston, NE

WINTER 2018



Premium Quality Turfgrass

FOR EVERY LANDSCAPE

healthy grass
TECHROLOGY

Turf-Type Buffalograss
Offering a New Dimension Tal| Fescue Engineered for
in Turf Maintenance. The Only Tall Fescue Ultimate Performance.
with True Rhizomes.

Aok Kentucky Bluegrass

info@toddvalleyfarms.com -+« 800.869.8544
950 Cty Rd M - Mead NE 68041

TODD VALLEY www.toddvalleyfarms.com

‘%‘ FARMS
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SPECIALTY CROP
GROWER INFO

CRAIG ROMARY, NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE

The Nebraska Department of Agriculture
(NDA) is encouraging all commercial
specialty crop growers to register their
crop(s) on the DriftWatch/BeeCheck
web registry. This is a voluntary tool
to increase communication between
commercial specialty crop growers and
nearby pesticide applicators. Growers
register their contact information and crop
locations, and pesticide applicators visit
the web map or get direct data feeds to
their mapping program, and adjust their
spray applications accordingly to reduce
the potential for drift. Specialty crops
include grapes, other fruits, vegetables,
beehives, greenhouses/high  tunnels,
nursery crops, orchards, fish farms, non-
specialty certified organic and transition
to certified organic crops, and an ‘other’
category, which could include plants grown
for seed, cut flowers, flowers for scented
products, woody florals, etc.

Allowing a pesticide to drift off of the target
site has always been a violation under the
Nebraska Pesticide Act. But because some
pesticide labels now require applicators to
either check DriftWatch or similar online
registry, or survey adjacent properties for
specialty crops, more applicators should
be using DriftWatch. And NDA would like
to have the most current and complete
registry as possible.

Please take a look at this infographic to
the right, and go to www.fieldwatch.com
to start the registration process. There is
a user guide for specialty crop growers
found in the resources section at this link.
Please let me know if there are questions
or problems in registering.

% Field\Watch

Commiunkcation. Codperaion, Collaboration

i

= driftwatch %3 peecheck

Avold Inadvertent Drift: Register Your Specialty Crops and Beehives

Litilize DriftWatch™ and BeeCheck™ 1o map your commercial specialty crops, organic
crops and beshives to report their field locstions onfine. It's voluntary, free easyto usae,
accurate and secure

P 5. It's as easy as 1-2-3! 5/

Jr==y, Step1:Create an Account
Provide your contact info and decide how
it will be displayed

Step 2: Map Your Site
Enter your crop or beehive site information
Draw an outline of the crop field or mark
the location of the hives

Step 3: Communicate with Others
Applicators can use this information to
communicate with commercial specialty
crop, organic crop and beehive owners

#04

Create Additlonal Awareness of Your Specialty Crop

Signs placed Slang roads and fences will create additional awareness
of your specisity crop and the FieldWatch™ tools available These
Signs :nnhlpu‘chas_ﬂfm_mﬁﬂcl'w-hh" oncE a site i5 registered

A One-Stop Shop

Farmers and other applicators near the:
MNebraska state line can see spegiality crops in
neighboring states. &enal appliestors working
in these states can benefit from this cne-stop
shop.

Two-Way Comimunication
Q Use DriftWatch™, BaeCheck™ and other resources 1o

I'-.l communicatae plans with applicators and work cut a
b mutual understanding

Communication +
Cooperation + Collaboration

WINTER 2018
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Below is a list of a few of the sessions being offered during the Nebraska GREAT PLAINS Conference on January 23-24 in
Omaha. View all of the session descriptions and speaker biographies on the NNLA website.

Getting Your Safety Performance to the Next Level (What’s a life worth, are you willing to pay the price to save it)

Bob McCall’s career spans over 33 years in the utility industry. Join him as he shares three proven and battle tested steps
to improving your team'’s performance. Bob believes the power is not in safety rules, but in people who are willing to
demonstrate passion, commitment, leadership and engagement from the entire team will create a winning culture of
top performers. Bob will share how changing expectations for team culture, team members and getting rid of those who
don’t measure up will enable any organization to improve their performance thus raising the bar to the next level. Come
prepared to be personally challenged to look within yourself and ask the questions: have | done all | can? Is there one
more thing | can do to help my team be safe? Now is the time to act, don’t wait till an unfortunate accident happens and
have to live with regrets.

Awaken the Leader in You

Do you want to create high performing teams? Do you want to have a team who works at their top potential every day?
If yes to one or both questions, join Bob McCall as he takes you on a journey of improvement. Bob has held leadership
positions from first line supervisor to reginal Vice President. He’s lead teams supporting five power plants and teams
supporting six states and 58 locations. Bob will share with you powerful proven leadership behaviors that made him
a very influential, motivating, engaging leader that enable him to develop and inspire team members to perform at
their top potential every day. Bob has a proven track record for improving leaders and teams, he wants to share that
knowledge with you so you can have success as well. Bob’s goal is to give you the tools to get your leadership to the next
level. That’s where Leadership begins, with... “You”.

Avoiding Site Analysis Paralysis

Performing a proper site analysis is critical for your landscape design, your estimate and overall profitability of the
project. Unfortunately, because we are so busy, many of us rush through them, missing important details and critical
information. Well that’s all going to change right now. Jody Shilan will show you how to be both fast and accurate by using
some of his time-tested trade secrets:

Determine spot elevations within 1/16” by yourself

Use siding and fences to save time

Why you must have graph paper and trace paper

How to correctly and accurately eyeball a property

Develop the big concept before you leave

Pictures, pictures and more pictures

e e o o o o

Know the site like the back of your hand in 30 minutes or less!

Are Your Proposals Saying, “Please Don’t Work with Us”

Believe it or not, your proposals may be sending the wrong message. They may actually be telling your clients “not to
work” with you. It’s true! So many contractors ruin their sales opportunities with poorly written and confusing proposals
that just don’t make sense. Learn how to create a template to properly write, organize and present a proposal.

. Create a master proposal template

Build the proposal the way that you build the job

Three “Magic Words” that drive competitors crazy

Nobody cares about how much quarry process you use

When it comes to pricing, use a hybrid

It’s much easier for your clients to say “yes” to a proposal they can understand!

Japanese Beetles
The Japanese beetle is an invasive pest that caused extreme damage to many trees last summer. In this session Dr. Larson
will teach you how to identify this hungry, hungry beetle, describe its life cycle and feeding habits, and build a defense
plan to prevent damage in 2018. You will walk away with talking points you can use when helping your clients so that they
know you are providing the best care available for their trees.

continued on page 9
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2018 NEBRASKA GREAT PLAINS CONFERENCE
SESSION DESCRIPTIONS
Herbicide Damage

Kevin Holdorf’s presentation will include various ways herbicides cause damage to ourselves, to others, and to the
environment and how the applicator/handler/retailer can prevent it from happening.

Plant Health Care

A good Plant Health Care program can set your tree care business apart from the competition. Yet most customers do
not call up asking for Plant Health Care services. You need to educate and enroll your customers in the philosophy behind
Plant Health Care. This process can increase the effectiveness of your treatments and turn your clients into allies in the
campaign to maintain plant health. In this presentation, Kent Honl will discuss his experience with the Plant Health Care
services offered at Rainbow Tree care in Minnesota.

The Sustainable Great Plains Landscape: Built Landscapes That are a Good Fit in Their Natural Environment

Strong and lasting landscapes are based on environmental realities. The parent soils, the weather cycles, the seasonal
responses of plants and animals. When we take into account our native soils, water, weather, and wildlife, we develop
more beautiful, useful, and healthy surroundings. Topics include practical aspects of soil work, water use, and plant
selection, and some of the processes for planning, planting, and developing the campus landscape of Chadron State
College in Nebraska’s Pine Ridge.

A Happy Marriage: Design Integration of House and Landscape

The attempt to reconcile house and landscape is not new, but we are still learning how to work toward this goal. Using
examples from classic and modern landscapes, designers will learn several different approaches for resolution of this
frequent dichotomy.

Design and Maintenance of Perennial Gardens
A discussion of the principles of design as demonstrated in large and small gardens, factors to consider in selecting and
combining perennials, and ways in which design can lessen maintenance.

The Ecology of the Human Landscape

Are community forests really forests? Or are they actually tree prisons? Or tree plantations? Do our landscapes function
like natural ecosystems function? In other words, are the landscapes we design, build, and maintain “nature restored”?
Or are they more like elaborate displays of artificial or silk plants?

” u ”n u

The well-known buzz words “xeriscaping,” “natives,” “biodiversity,” “pollinators,” and “rain gardens” are all part of a
process that is moving the landscape profession from one driven by the science of horticulture to one driven by the
science of ecology. An overview of the why and what of this trend—where it’s likely headed, and how it’s likely to
transform your business.

The Future of Evergreens: Will These Trees Continue to Survive in Nebraska?

A discussion on where the possible future lies with conifers in our area and an update on the successes and failures
experienced with varieties used or g
underused.

Impacts of EAB and treatments on the
Stability of Ash

What science says about the stability
and the potential hazards of working
in EAB infested ash trees. Also the
current science on the effects of
preventative injection treatments on
the discoloration and decay in ash.

Register for the 2018 Nebraska GREAT
PLAINS Conference today! A group
registration discount is available for
companies registering four or more

T ——
RapioVally Ur?riergruun d

\ W repry -,
employees. NNLA members and NCN’s HUGHES me RZHON e @
receive a special rate as well. e ittt Kcieciiin =

9 WINTER 2018



NEBRASKA NURSERY NEWS
GRANT FUNDING OFFERED FOR BIOCHAR UTILIZATION

The Great Plains Biochar Initiative (GPBI), a partnership between the Nebraska Forest Service, Kansas Forest Service, and
private industry, is pleased to announce grant funding opportunities for biochar development in the region.

Interest in biochar, a carbon-rich organic product, has increased substantially over the last several years. Biochar has
multiple uses ranging from a soil amendment to water filtration. The biochar grants, which will provide up to $5,000 in
funding for biochar production and/or utilization projects, are available to individuals, businesses and organizations.

“We are excited to see what kinds of creative projects people will develop,” said Heather Nobert, of the Nebraska Forest
Service. “Currently, biochar is being incorporated into livestock operations, compost operations, and is being studied for
its benefits to crop yields in Nebraska’s panhandle. The sky is the limit with biochar.”

With the challenges and pressures amongst Great Plains producers increasing, biochar is increasingly turned to as a low-
cost option in addressing soil degradation and water retention, among other challenges.

For more information on biochar and the grant opportunity, please visit nfs.unl.edu/great-plains-biochar-initiative.
Additional questions or assistance can be directed to Heather Nobert at (402) 782-1453, or Dave Bruton of the Kansas
Forest Service at (785) 945-6147.

FRIENDS OF MAXWELL ARBORETUM FALL FESTIVAL

Friends of Maxwell Arboretum, UNL Landscape Services and UNL Garden Friends hosted a Fall Harvest event at UNL's
East Campus on October 12. The event recognized the 50th anniversary of the arboretum and the 20th anniversary of
the October ‘97 snowstorm. Special activities took place during the event. Special thanks to Emily Levine for the photos.

Rachel Anderson & Justin Evertson are pictured
= from the Community Forestry and Sustainable
Children helped out with the tree planting activities. Landscapes, Nebraska Forest Service

Tree “cookie” decorating.

it's FREE. it's EASY. it's the LAW.

Know what's helow. S
800.3315666 Call before youdig. neicailcom
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An association is only as strong as its membership. That is the reason the NNLA Board
is seeking members who are interested in serving on a committee. See committee
descriptions below and contact either the NNLA office or board member liaisons if you
would like to serve. Meetings will be held mostly via conference call and possibly during
NNLA-sponsored events.

Communications Committee — Jason Kuehl
Newsletter (contribution and review); website; email blasts; Facebook and other social
media

Public Outreach Committee — Sherilynn Hawkins & Rod Ruzanic

Reaching out to communities, schools and other organizations (FFA, 4-H, high schools,
colleges); advertising/marketing (magazines, television, other media); Nebraska Nursery
and Landscape Week (proclamation signed by the governor, press release, encourage
members to host an event)

Program Committee — Brian Munk

Webinars (finding topics/speakers, organizing set-up with staff); social events (golf
tournament, barbeques); informative meetings across the state (“boiler room chats”);
partnerships with other organizations’ events (Arboretums, botanical gardens, Nebraska
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture)

Membership Committee — Brett Schroer

Identify potential members (utilize recommendations by board members); recruit new
members (develop recruitment strategies, meet face-to-face with potential members);
contact non-renewing members to encourage them to renew membership; recommend
additional member benefit/services to the board (potential to generate non-dues revenue)

Legislative Committee — Marti Neely & Julie Van Meter

A few individuals to monitor legislation and communicate with members the impact the
legislation has on profession and/or business (emails, newsletter articles); testify or write
letters on behalf of the NNLA in response to proposed public policy; attend legislative events
(Ag breakfasts); develop a program that educates the members on how to communicate
with elected officials; develop a “grassroots” system that can be initiated if needed

NCN Committee - Miles Imel

Improve the skills and knowledge of green industry employees; have this improvement
and professional qualification recognized in the eyes of the public as well as within the
nursery industry; provide a means of self-improvement for the employee; and work to
update the NCN manual and testing procedures

gemﬁ;_ Please
%

It's Our Business to Protect Yours
— —_—

INSURANCE "

Federated-Mutual Insurance Company - Federated Service:Insurance Company* - Federated-Life-Insurance Company
(o] i 0 [+507.455.5200 .feder: m
d Vvl _17.08 Ed. 2/17 _© 2 derated M n,
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Marti Neely, NCN President 2017-18
Marti Neely Design & Associates
9811 Sprague St., Omaha, NE 68134
Cell: 630-0050
martineelyapld@gmail.com

Miles Imel, NCN Ppast President 2017-18

Peaceful Prarie Nursery

140090 Brook Way Dr., Mitchell, NE 69337

Cell: 308-631-7452
peacefulprairienursery@gmail.com

Brian Munk, NCN Vice President
Downtown Lincoln Association

206 S. 13th, Ste. 101

Lincoln, NE 68508

402-441-0020

btmunk@hotmail.com

Chas Berke, NCN Treasurer 2015-2017

SunValley Landscaping Inc.

1807 Cemetery Road, Ansley, NE 68814
308-325-7070

chasberke@gmail.com

Sherilynn Hawkins, NCN 2015-17

Bluebird Nursery, Inc.

519 Bryan St., Clarkson, NE 68629
402-892-3457
sherilynn@bluebirdnursery.com

Jason Kuehl, NCN 2017-19
Plant Right, LLC

5656 S. 188th St., Omaha, NE 68135
402-669-6703
jkuehl@plantrightsolutions.com

Rod Ruzanic, 2017-19
Wolf Landscape Design, LLC
PO Box 336, Ogallala, NE 69153
308-284-4848
ruzanic2@hotmail.com

Brett Schroer, 2017-18
Urbanroots Landscape

15259 Cooper St., Omaha, NE 68138
402-819-4913
brett@urbanrootslandscape.com

Ashly Neneman, 2017-18
Sun Valley Landscaping

5601 Harrison St., Omaha, NE 68157
402-932-5704
ashly@sunvalleyomaha.com

Julie Van Meter

Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Lincoln, NE

402-471-6847
julie.vanmeter@nebraska.gov
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NEBRASKA NURSERY NEWS
EXPLORE HORTICULTURE EVENT

On November 9, 2017, The University of Nebraska-Lincoln held an Explore Horticulture event on East Campus for high
school and college students. The purpose of the event was to educate potential horticulture students about the program,
potential careers and more. Faculty spoke about the degree options: landscape design and management, speciality crop
production, entrepreneurship, plant and landscape systems, and a “design your own” option. Members from the UNL
Horticulture Club also met with the students. Students were also led on tours of classrooms, greenhouses and teaching
gardens.

“While numbers were fairly small, it was a successful event and the industry partners who participated were a great
source of information to our current and prospective students. This is something that we plan on doing again in future
years,” said Anne Streich, Associate Professor of Practice, Department of Agronomy and Horticulture.

Do you ship nursery stock out-of-state?

More than just your NE nursery license may be required.
Don't risk shipping without proper certification!

For info about requirements, contact the
Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Export Certification Coordinator at:
402-471-5902 or agr.phyto@nebraska.gov

NEBRASKA-

Good Life. Great Roots.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

e ——
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NEBRASKA NURSERY NEWS
“NATIVE TREE GUY” INSPIRES

The room was packed with tree lovers—from nursery
professionals to homeowners--for two presentations by Guy
Sternberg taking a closer look at trees, climate and beauty.
He’s working with a wide variety of oaks and other species to
find adaptable trees for the future. Thanks to Guy Sternberg’s
flexibility and quick work by Eric Berg, Justin Evertson and |4
Bob Henrickson, the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum was |
able to pull this together when the opportunity arose.

The event took place on December 7 in Lincoln.

NEBRASKA STATEWIDE

vigit https://plantnebraska . org
for more information

Wedgle. Retriever”
Dir ect-l"iectm e (1] !\!Eig,%grlsi!l?rs!galem

Now Available

TREE INJECTION SYSTEM ' 8 2 Jallzlill_"ese ?_eetflﬁs, Leaf
Our advanced technology for . . T -8 e pets

tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES —
YOU TREAT ORI " o v, coitrsand aims
IN A DAY! b

@ No drilling damage

4 No mixing at job sites
@ No guarding or return trips
4 No waiting for uptake

¢ Treats most trees in
five minutes or less!

. ful . .
::dccr:?)sstuprofitable et Insecticides ¢ Fungicides ® PGRs

add-on service Antibiotics ¢ MicroNutrients

------

the USA

Learn more! Call 800.698.4641 or visit ArborSystems.com for information and videos ~ w

Tree Injection Solutions
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Run - Walk - Ride - Paddle
Happy Holidays Friends,

I’'m writing today to share information about the NE150 Challenge. You may be aware that we started the Challenge in
2017, in conjunction with the Nebraska 150 Statehood Commission, as a way to use the 150-year statehood milestone as
a rallying point to encourage Nebraskans to be more physically active.

And, boy, have they ever! There are currently more than 5,000 participants who’ve collectively logged close to 885,000
miles walking, running, biking, paddling and/or exercising in their favorite way... with Governor Ricketts and the First
Family logging their own mileage on the home page.

Looking ahead to 2018, we plan to continue the program. Current participants will have their mileage re-set to zero, with
old miles archived for easy look-up. Our goal for 2018 is to increase participation to 10,000 and mileage to two million.

We will also be continuing our NE150 Challenge Corporate Membership program, which allows companies to compete
against similar-sized companies for awards given annually as well as every four months. Corporate Members also receive
a promotional kit including shirts, posters, medals and window clings to create awareness and excitement at their
worksite(s). The cost is $500 for all of the above, and there is no cost to individual employees to participate and use the
website.

Visit https://www.nel50challenge.com/content/our-members for more Corporate Membership information.

If you’d like to join or if you have questions, feel free to email us at info@nebraskasportscouncil.com or call me at 402-
471-2544. Thank you!

Sincerely,
Dave Mlnarik, Executive Director

YOU NEVER

Tree-Killing pests, like the emerald ash borer, hitchhike on firewood and spread insects and diseases that
destroy our trees. Keep your backyard, campgrounds and favorite places safe from these pests.

PREVENTION IS KEY:

Buy locally-harvested firewood.

Ask a park ranger or campground host about where to get local firewood when you travel.
If you brought firewood in from another area, BURN IT! Don’t leave it, don’t take it with you.

_ BUY LOCAL, BURN LOCAL.

- To report potential emerald ash borer, contact the Nebraska Department of Agriculture
at 402-471-2351.

NEBRASKA- | NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

et L Clemi oo ANIMAL & PLANT HEALTH PROTECTION
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One of the awards at a Nebraska Statewide Arboretum event Nov. 17 was the
Affiliate Excellence Award given to the Joslyn Art Museum Arboretum. The
award recognizes an arboretum that “demonstrates excellence in collection
development, maintenance practice and community engagement.” Curator Kyle
Johnson received the award.

The Museum’s 9-acre campus is host to more than 60 varieties of trees and
shrubs, and a wide variety of colorful perennials and ornamental grasses.
They are incorporated throughout the landscape and within the Museum’s
two primary gardens—the Peter Kiewit Foundation Sculpture Garden and the
Dorothy and Stanley Truhlsen Discovery Garden.

In 2013, Johnson began to convert the lawn and landscape to predominantly
organic management. The lawn care program includes using products like
compost tea and organic herbicides. Another major change was a switch to
mowing at a tall height, a practice that discourages weeds and conserves water.
Johnson’s perspective is that “the best defense against weeds is a healthy lawn,”
and he works to keep the landscape beautiful through as natural means as
possible.

He created his own version of a pedal cart, a kind of “richshaw that saves gas, minimizes other equipment wear and
tear and reduces noise and emissions.” And he is experimenting with biodegradable traction aids on the sidewalks and
parking lot to help deal with ice and slick surfaces, and avoid the use of sand and gravel which can accumulate and
compact the soil, and salts that can burn plants.

Visitors can see collections of milkweed to attract pollinators to the discovery garden, and an interesting collection of
unusual oaks around the parking lot. And unlike many other public places, visitors can stretch out on the chemical-free
lawn every day of the year. It’s worth a visit.

Kyle Johnson provided the following regarding the honor:

The Collection Development category encompasses the four rain gardens | installed in the parking lot last year to catch
run-off, new pollinator gardens, and building a tree collection, etc. I've been very focused on native plants the last few
years. | plant to take a comprehensive inventory this winter, but I’'m sure I’'ve added at least 100 new species of regionally-
native plants to our gardens. I've also been trying to build a collection of all 21 species of milkweed native to Nebraska
and lowa just as a fun, personal project. So far | have either seed or specimens of 19. If | can keep the rabbits at bay long
enough, | hope people can eventually see that in Joslyn’s Discovery Garden.

| try to make my maintenance practices as natural, efficient, and sustainable as possible. | select new plants that need no
supplemental irrigation once established. All new plants have to have at least some ecological or environmental benefit.
My lawn care program has been predominantly organic for the last five years, which has gone very well. Joslyn’s Dicovery
Garden is a Monarch Waystation and Certified Wildlife Habitat, so I’'m more interested in building a healthy ecosystem
that functions well than simply having a landscape that is only aesthetically-pleasing. | also take care of the whole campus
by myself, so my maintenance program also has to actually be efficient and sustainable from that standpoint.

Community engagement comes in the form of being an NSA affiliate site, hosting tours occasionally, and anything else |
can do to get people into the gardens. | always try to involve community volunteers and students in activities like planting
trees from ReTree Nebraska and building the rain gardens. The last two years I've worked with Central High School next
door on a tree assessment/evaluation project one of their classes has done. Seeing others enjoy the outdoors and sharing
that experience with them is very rewarding.
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BY LANA KOEPKE JOHNSON, UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN, DEPARTMENT OF AGRONOMY AND HORTICULTURE

Richard Sutton, professor of agronomy and horticulture at the University of
Nebraska—Lincoln with a joint appointment in the landscape architecture
program, received an American Society of Landscape Architects Research
Honor Award for his “Seeding Green Roofs for Greater Biodiversity and
Lower Costs” project. The award was presented at the ASLA Annual
Meeting and EXPO in Los Angeles Oct. 23 by Charlene LaBleu, Fellow of the
American Society of Landscape Architects and president of The Council
of Educators in Landscape Architecture, Vaughn B. Rinner, FASLA and
immediate past president of ASLA, and Elizabeth Miller, FASLA, member
of the National Capital Planning Commission and chair of the ASLA student
jury for 2017.

Richard Sutton (left) receives the ASLA Research Honor
. N Award at the ASLA Annual Meeting and EXPO in Los
and enhance the establishment and use of native grasses on green roofs. Angeles Oct. 23 from Vaughn B. Rinner and Elizabeth

His areas of research focus on native plants, landscape ecology, and design Miller. | Photo courtesy of ASLA / EPNAC
or sustainable green infrastructure.

Sutton’s project examined a suite of materials and techniques to improve

A green roof is comprised of vegetation and a growing substrate over a roof’s waterproofing membrane. It has a wide
suite of benefits like reduced runoff and decreased temperatures in cities. Green roofs require added costs and often fail
to survive value engineering and never get built, so the benefits remain unrealized.

According to Sutton, mono-generic, creeping species of Sedum are predominately used for green roofs and are most
often hand-plugged into the substrate or placed via expensive pre-grown trays or mats. This process is costly. In a few
cases, Sedum is sown as live sprigs but requires intensive establishment. Plugged Sedum, depending on its initial size and
spacing, may take two years or more to meet the industry coverage standard.

Sutton’s research developed an easily adopted, innovative procedure for planting fluffy-seeded native grasses instead of
Sedum. He showed the potential to meet industry coverage standards and reduce green roof planting costs by about five
dollars per square foot. This process also speeds up the installation and coverage times compared to Sedum plugging and
increases biodiversity options. His work was supported by a Flemming research grant and employed several Nebraska
UCARE students.

ASLA is the professional association for landscape architects in the United States. The society’s mission is to advance
landscape architecture through advocacy, communication, education and fellowship. Sustainability has been part of
ASLA’s mission since its founding and is an overarching value that informs all of the society’s programs and operations.
ASLA has been a leader in demonstrating the benefits of green infrastructure and resilient development practices through
the creation of its own green roof, co-development of the SITES® Rating System, and the creation of publicly-accessible
sustainable design resources.

MEMBERSHIP DOLLARS PROGRAM

The NNLA Board has created a new Membership Dollars
Program. If you recruit a new NNLA member, you will " -
receive $25 in Membership Dollars. These dollars can o
be used toward NNLA-sponsored events such as the e [
Summer Field Days and the Nebraska GREAT PLAINS L s
Conference. The more members you recruit, the more
dollars you earn! Membership Dollars must be used
within twelve months of issuance. A new member is
defined as someone who has not been a member for at
least two years. This would apply to active, associate or
individual members only.

Be sure to have the new member indicate that you
referred them! View the membership application on the
NNLA website. If you haven’t renewed your membership,
please do so soon as the new membership year began
July 1. If you need a copy of your membership invoice,
please contact the NNLA office.
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{ NEBRASKA NURSERY AND
-+ LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION

DONATED GOODS or SERVICES VERIFICATION

The Nebraska Nursery & Landscape Association gratefully acknowledges the donation of
in-kind goods & services

ACTIVITY/PROGRAM: Nebraska GREAT PLAINS Conference
DATE OF PROGRAM: January 23-24, 2018

DONOR (Individual or Company):

CONTACT NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE FAX EMAIL

DESCRIPTION OF GOODS or SERVICES

The donor estimates the value of the goods or services to be $

O Gift Enclosed
O Please Arrange Pick UP:
U Contact listed above
U Contact for pickup Phone

Thank you for completing this form and returning to:
(Please keep a copy of this form as your receipt for tax purposes. Our tax ID number is 47- 6032771)

Nebraska Nursery & Landscape Association
521 First Street

PO Box 10

Milford, NE 68405

FAX: (402) 761-2224
PHONE: (402) 761-2216

Signature Date
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